
Big Shake-Up of Household  

Family practices for upheaval in the earthquake simulator at California Academy of Sciences 

Empty nesting has its perks and its 
downsides–the fridge is a lot emptier 
for some reason. Helen and Andrew 
have been eating out (together even!) 
and travelling (whenever the PM 
calls). The nest doesn’t stay empty. 
They’ll be home for Christmas. 
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Henry heads off to university 
Helen and Andrew left bereft in their empty nest 

And then there were two. Helen and 
Andrew celebrating – er consoling 
each other – with Henry setting up his 
new undergraduate home in O4 of 
Blue Boar Court, Trinity, and learning 
the joys of pot noodles. Alice is still in 
Glasgow playing with viruses. So 
while the world dealt with economic 
recovery, royal births, and selfies, the 
Coburn-Mulligan family Skyped and 
virtualized their keeping-in-touch. 

 

We managed some family time 
together before the grand dispersal, 
notably joining Helen on her book 
launch tour, which returned us to our 
old stomping grounds in the Bay Area 
of Northern California. We revisited 
past haunts, enjoyed 90 radio stations 
of classic rock, and chased down 
other college-bound alumni of Class 
of 2005 at Bentley School, Oakland. 

Pasta al Dante 
Henry prepared for his study of an 
arts degree (what’s that?) by 
undertaking a Byron-like Grand Tour, 
imbuing us all with the Italian high 
culture of Venice and Tuscany. Some 
poor scientists in the family couldn’t 
see what was funny about The Divine 
Comedy, but enjoyed the Italian food. O Sole Mio – Henry keeps a wary eye out for 

passing vaporettos on Venice Grand Canal 

This Year’s Hurricane Report 

Our long standing family friend Mark Schatz 

guides our tasting at the Cline winery in California 

Getting into the hobbit: Andrew’s birthday treat is 

usually a Peter Jackson 3D movie 

Trinity Man  

Henry went off to read English at 
Trinity College, Cambridge – ‘a real 
college’ as he likes to call it. It has long 
traditions, including the Great Court 
Run (12 strikes and you’re out). He 
has taken up the dark oars of the First 
and Third rowing club, but the college 
has changed the rules since Byron and 
sadly won’t let him keep a bear. 

Tol-Keen 

Alice completed a year of cell cloning 
in Glasgow University’s virology 
labs. She achieved her Masters with 
distinction and is now set on 3 years 
as a PhD student and lab slave, trying 
to convince someone that the next flu 
pandemic will come from dogs, with 
her first publication in the New Year. 

Cardiff Commute 

Alice has spent the year propping up 
EasyJet's revenues, flying to Cardiff 
to visit Martyn who has started his 
own PhD there. They celebrated 4 
years together in November.  

Spin 

Alice is now training for an Ultimate 
Frisbee tournament, and planning a 
potential move to Edinburgh for a 
period at the Roslin Institute.  

Henry (white sleeves) Galley Slave 

Coburn, H., in Trinity gown 

Come up to my lab, and see what’s on the slab 

Ray Chudleigh celebrates his winning croquet 

shot in the Annual Ditton Corner Challenge Cup Chillaxing with Hemant in his pool in California 

Getting the Bug 

Three Scots a Leaping: Glasgow Masters Graduates 

After surviving Isaac and Sandy in 
2012, we had no hurricanes this year, 
just a simulator (but not even strong 
enough to blow Andrew’s hat off). 

We joined Roger Barber’s shipmates 
for his Big Birthday treat of boating 
along the Llangollen canal, including 
the terrifying Pontcysyllte aqueduct 
crossing 125 feet above the River Dee. 

Narrow Boat Escape 
Wining Habits 

Andrew sweats it out, holds it in, - and relaxes… 

Peter Ulrich, punter and tour guide for college kids 

Annika Ulrich, applying to US 
colleges for 2014, researched British 
University sanitation with a tour of 
sewage discharge outlets along the 
River Cam. She brought along her 
chauffeur, an effluent expert. 

Ulrichs Review College Output 

Check out all 

the medieval 

toilet holes! 

Hot Yoga Session in NY 
Andrew visited Michelle Tuveson at 
her new home in Long Island, New 
York, where they torture foreigners 
with Bikram Yoga endurance tests. 

Researching the great vintages of the 
world this year has taken us from the 
valleys of Sonoma to the foothills of 
Siena. In Italy we stayed in the Castel 
di Pugna, a specialist Chianti 
producer. In California wine country 
we met up with Mark Schatz for our 
personalized wine tasting. 



COURT & SOCIAL BUSINESS SECTION 

Don’t miss next year’s event 

Save the Date for 

Bumps & Carnage Party 
Saturday 14 June 2014 

Bumps and Thunderclaps 

Belly dancer enlivens Andrew’s dull business dinner 

Stowe-aways salute the Temple 

Henry tux himself up for School Leaver’s Ball  

Our 14th annual Bumps Party was fun as ever – thanks to our guests and 
their amazing hats, and the boaties and their amazing show 

Our Bumps for Hearts fund for CVD 
research now stands at over £11,000. 
Thanks to everyone for their generous 
donations.. Our BHF fund page is at: 
http://lastinghope.bhf.org.uk/bumpsforhearts  

Friends of Dave prepare to board China charter 

Systemic Risk Research 

After a briefing at 10 Downing Street, 
Helen joined David Cameron’s trade 
delegation to China to represent 
British SMEs and sign a deal with 
Chinese research partners on 
structural bamboo composites. Helen 
rubbed shoulders with politicos, 
celebrities and hacks: among them 
five government ministers, Karren 
Brady, Graeme Le Saux, and personal 
hero Nick Robinson of the BBC. 

Longevity Transaction is the 
Real Deal for RMS LifeRisks 

Andrew’s RMS LifeRisks worked 
closely all year with Societe Generale, 
a major client, to create a new way of 
offloading longevity risk: the chance 
of unexpectedly high payouts if 
there’s a surge in life expectancy for 
annuity policy-holders. This effort 
finally came good with a major deal to 
transfer €1.4 Billion of longevity risk 
from Aegon to investors in December. 

Helping Kill Off Longevity Risk 

The pensions industry is huge and 
longevity risk is a major problem. The 
deal is expected to be the first of 
many, standardized around the RMS 
model. The LifeRisks team has been 
restructured to focus on transaction 
deals, in the hope of more to come. 

PM 

HM 

China Trade Missionaries 

Helen signs Memorandum of Understanding 

Andrew attended the emotional 
‘topping out’ ceremony of Freedom 
Tower in New York, 12 years after he 
surveyed all the damage around the 
original World Trade Centre for the 
RMS 9/11 report and the beginning of 
developing the terrorism risk model. 

Rebuilt from the Ashes 

Helen joined co-authors for events in 
Dublin and U.S. to launch Routledge’s 
publication on Shrinking Cities. Helen 
wrote a chapter on environmental 
sustainability issues. The launch event 
reunited her with colleagues from the 
Shrinking Cities International Research 
Network for a roundtable discussion at 
the University of California, Berkeley. 

The Berkeley roundtable at a rectangular desk 

International Perspectives and Policy 

Implications in Shrinking Cities  

Routledge ISBN13: 978-0-415-80485-1 

Book Launch 

Cue special effects! 

Promo Movies 

Cambridge Architectural Research 
steams along. Helen aided its 
marketing efforts this year by making 
a short video, along with colleague 
David Crowther, about capabilities in 
low-carbon building retrofit: director 
Pete Spence. Catch some happy 
clients doing their piece to camera: 
http://youtu.be/j4pfe7aNv2c 

We said a final goodbye to Auntie 
Margaret, with a gathering to scatter 
her ashes near the Peel monument on 
Holcombe Moor. The sun shone, 
despite that old Lancastrian saying: ‘If 
you can see Peel Tower, it’s going to 
rain. If you can’t see it, it IS raining.’ 

Remembering Auntie Margaret on Holcombe Moor 

Margaret’s Ashes 

Eco-Warriors 
Helen’s scary paintballing team 

Elen’s Ats 

Two fine examples of the milliner’s 
art graced Helen’s head this year. 

The ‘Feathered Blindsider’ for Amy Ruffle’s wedding 

The ‘Air Exclusion Zone’ headpiece  for the Bumps  

Apocalypse comes to Royston as Helen 
and her bamboo team go paintballing. 

This year we served afternoon tea in 
the Ditton Corner marquee, in mainly 
sunny weather with the interruption 
of a dramatic downpour.  Several of 
Alice’s gang of Jesuan alums 
reconvened, with their traditional 
evangelical cry of “Go Jesus!” and 
Henry brought a bunch of his friends 
- some still swotting for their last few 
A-level papers. Our illustrious guests 
included a nobel laureate, and of 
course many of your good selves.  

Brollies on the river bank for the group photo of Bumps Party 2013 

School’s Out For Ever 
Henry said farewell to friends and 
classmates at Perse School Sixth Form 
as University life beckons. 

Helen’s birthday outing with the 
Purkisses, Cooper-Ruffles and Wrays, 
was to the 18th Century landscape 
garden masterpiece by Capability 
Brown. A nostalgia trip as Stowe 
formed part of her undergraduate 
design course, and she wanted to 
recall the Temple of Ancient Virtue. 

Capability’s Gardens 

New arrival Jake Bloomfield with assorted admirers 

Births, Marriages, No Deaths 

Wedding congratulations to Amy 
Ruffle & Jack Thwaite; Big welcome to 
Jake Bloomfield, and Jack Spens, born 
in 2013. So altogether a memorable 
year for Jack, Jack and Jake.  

Relative values: Andrew pays a visit to his brothers 

and his uncles and his cousins and his aunts.  

Andrew’s conference circuit this year has included 

Singapore, Beijing and New York 

Andrew’s work at the University of 
Cambridge Centre for Risk Studies is 
looking at how shocks impact the 
systems and networks of our society. 
This year has seen a lot of progress, 
with new sponsors and additional team 
members. The project has concentrated 
on stress test scenarios (what would 
happen if China went to war with 
Japan over the Senkaku Islands?) and is 
now working on financial catastrophes 
and the propagation of shocks through 
banking and credit networks. 

Scenario team at the Risk Centre 

Network analyses like this one explore how  

shocks can cascade through the system 
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